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We’ll be back with one of Will’s magnificent photos next month.
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FIRST THINGS FIRST

This month’s meeting is this Tuesday, June
10. The Board of Directors will meet at 6:00
p.m.

Dinner is at 7:00 p.m. after the Board of
Directors’ meeting, and is $10.00 per person.
Our chef for the month will be Robin Tatman.

Our program will be a presentation on the latest
news from NASA by Yayoi West.

We have a new Treasurer, Ray Gallarate, and a
new mailing address, EAA 1268, PO Box 234,
Vineburg, CA 95487-0234. Please send your
dues renewal checks to EAA 1268, PO Box
234, Vineburg, CA 95487-0234.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Captain Robin Tatman, Chapter 1268 President

> Greetings -

>

> Our Ray Scholars are all registered and
scheduled for flying this month. So, when you
see Roger, Aldren, and Alex around the airport
ask them how their training is going! Aldren is

the first of the bunch to take his Private Pilot
Written Exam and he got a 90%! Great job!!
Now he can show the other two how he did it...

> Today at Young Eagles we added a new
fundraiser for our scholarships in the form of a
Breakfast Burrito Bundle. It included an egg,
potato, cheese, and bacon or sausage burrito,
banana, and a choice of orange juice or coffee
and water for $10. Frequently kids and parents
wait an hour or more for their flight, and our
donuts and fruit dry up pretty quickly.

> We’ve thought about doing something like
this in the past but have never had the staffing.
One of our Young Eagles parents, Ilario Gallo
suggested the idea and volunteered to
coordinate. Marsi as usual is stepping up to
assist and give this a try. Great idea! The
burritos sold out, and it seemed that people
were happy to have something to munch on
while waiting. I’ll report on the net proceeds at
the meeting.

> We had another $1,000 month for May at
our Saturday Hamburger Fundraiser. This
allows us to fund our Ray Scholars, and our Air
Academy participants who will be flying out to
Oshkosh next month. A big thank you to all of
our members and airport folks who come out
many Saturdays a year to support us. And the
other big thank you goes to all of our consistent
and hard-working volunteers led by Marilyn
Siebert and backed up by Marsi Allard and
Rony Kurniawan. We could not keep this
going without you.

> Our speaker this month will be Yayoi West
who will be giving us several updates on the
NASA program. She was at Young Eagles
today with a table and all kinds of cool NASA
stuff for the kids to look at.

> T don’t believe have any Celebrity Chefs
signed up for dinner for June so I will jump in
and start cooking for the meeting on Tuesday.

> Sadly, we lost another longtime member of
EAA 1268 two weeks ago. Ernie Ganas passed
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away from congestive heart failure. He has
been a wonderful resource for the Chapter, and
always full of smiles and great stories. Darrel
has information to share about his memorial,
and I will have a card for members to sign at
the meeting. He will be greatly missed.

The Petaluma Airport is having their
Petaluma Airport Summer Bash on Saturday,
June 21 in two weeks from 10:00 to 3:00pm.
They had a good turn out last year, and Marc
Ashton is promising that it will be bigger and
better than last year. Eddie Andreini’s P-51
Mustang will be there with three otherP-51s,
and other WWII Aircraft. Henry I from the
Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office and Reach
Helicopters will be on display. The Two-Niner
Diner will be open, and there will be several
on-site food vendors. Go to visitpetaluma.com
for more information. They would love to see
us there!
>

> See you Tuesday at the meeting.
Robin

VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT

We’re sad to report that we’ve lost two of our
members recently, Roland Gangloff and Ernie
Ganas.

- . ‘

Rolaﬁd, sfriking a pose, a great one at that

Roland was the scholarship coordinator for
Chapter 1268 for many years, and only stepped
down from the Board of Directors to deal with
his health issues. He was the main dinosaur
man in Alaska, and wrote a book, “Dinosaurs
Under the Aurora” while working as a
professor for the University of Alaska
Fairbanks. Roland passed away on May 18.

For more information on Roland, follow this
link to an article about his experiences in

Alaska.

Roland Gangloff article

Ernie, with his usual smile

Ernie came over with some of his Gnoss Field
buddies and fit right into the social activities in
Chapter 1268. He gave a talk on his
experiences flying from Chrissy Field in the
Presidio in San Francisco, and was one of our
regular cooks, barbecuing up his specialty tri-
tip dinner each year for the Chapter 1268
members. Ernie also donated the computer the
Chapter uses for the flight simulator.
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Ernie’s obituary is at:

Ernie Ganas obituary

There will be a celebration of Ernie’s life
Wednesday, June 118, from 2 to 5 pm at Trek
Winery, 1026 Machin Ave., Novato. You are
asked to RSVP by June 11 at
Katinka.sante(@comcast.net

or call/text 415-342-1195.

Sindy asked me to again let our members know
that we need cooks for upcoming meetings.
I’ve included the dinner suggestion list at the
end of the newsletter, and remind everyone that
you would be bringing dinner for about 30
people, although attendance has been lower
recently. The Chapter reimburses the chefs for
the cost of supplies, and is usually able to put a
few dollars into the treasury after doing so.

Check out the cook schedule later in the
newsletter and then send Sindy an email or give

her a call to let her know which month you can
do.

Not much else to report other than I made a trip
up to Ashland with great granddaughter Norah

a week ago to visit my daughter and her family.
We had a great time, went out to eat at several
of our favorite places, then I had Norah hand-
fly the 182 for about twenty minutes on the
way home. She did a great job of holding
heading and altitude, even though her legs
don’t quite reach the rudder pedals. I’1l make
up some blocks so she can reach them until she
grows a bit taller.

See you at the meeting!
Darrel

EAA 1268 MEMBERSHIP AND

TREASURER REPORT
MAY 2025

Checking $2604.56
Savings $24,661.57
CD $20,210.04
Deposits:
Burgers $1078.08
Dues $40.00
Mtg Dinner $110.00
EAA Ray Scholarship Funds $10,800.00
Expenses:
Bank Fee $5.00
EAA Chapter Renewal $731.00

Mike Smith Aviation (Invoices for Ray
Scholars Roger Flores-Chacon and Alex

Gosselin): $1458.97
Tim Bloodgood (Air Academy Airfare)
$793.84

Michael Wray (Pietenpol hardware) $47.60

There are still members who have not paid their
dues! If you are unsure about the status of your
membership, email, call, text, or see me at the
meeting. [ will be able to confirm your
standing. If you don’t see your name badge on
the clubhouse board, contact me. It means you
need to pay your dues! Thanks!

Regards,

Ray Gallarate
650-421-3781 cell
Treasurer
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YOUNG EAGLES

Young Eagles Day for this month is Sunday,
June 8. We again had a great turnout, with our
volunteer pilots flying 26 Young Eagles, with
five of their parents riding in the back seat with
their child flying from the front. Definitely a
bonding experience.

We had many of our regular pilots, with
George Bachich, Robin Tatman, Rick Palumbo,
Ken Callandar, Kristen Gregory and myself,
and Kevin Horn back after some time away.

Gretchen McDougal arrived early and got
registration going, with Ligia Booker joining
her to help. Mark Shackford was there to open
up and help on the ramp, with Calvin
Wojciechowski lending support.

Marsi Allard and Ilario Gallo started a new
feature of our Young Eagles rallies by cooking
and offering breakfast burritos to participants
as another Young Eagles rally and fundraising
opportunity.

As is usual, we are always looking for
volunteer pilots, ground crew and registration
helpers for our monthly Young Eagles events.
Let us know you will be joining us and helping
out by sending an email to Gretchen at
gretchen.mcdougall@gmail.com or me at
wd6bor@vom.com.

CHAPTER PIET BUILDING PROJECT
Michael has ordered the metal fittings to be
fabricated for the tail feathers for the Piet. He,
Ray and Mia have horizontal stabilizer installed
and are now working on the vertical so they can
get the control cabling run.

SATURDAY BARBECUE

Marilyn, Marsi and Rony and their enthusiastic
crew of cooks and servers are continuing to
serve lunch to the hungry pilots and Sonoma
Skypark friends every Saturday from noon to 1
p.m. The regular Saturday barbecue features a
delicious hamburger or hot dog lunch, complete
with chips, drinks and a cookie for $10. The
camaraderie is free!

This is Chapter 1268’s major fundraiser for
scholarships for sending our local Young
Eagles to the EAA Air Academy in Oshkosh
each summer.

Thanks again to Marilyn, Marsi, Rony and their
devoted crew for their very valuable, and
enjoyable, contribution to the Chapter.

Captain Steve Silver on the flight deck of the
Boeing 777

EAA June Flight Safety Report

The topics we have discussed up to this point
have been focused on the recognition of
internal and external factors that affect the safe
operation of our flights.

We looked at lessons learned from accidents
and incidents to learn from their mistakes, and
at human factors topics that are a little more
nuanced, but have a significant impact on the
safe operation of our flights.

As part of our understanding of the factors that
we must consider to make rational decisions,
let’s work backwards a bit and discuss some
aerodynamic principles that are the foundation
of flight and how they impact all aerospace
vehicles from a Taylorcraft to Boeing 747.

We do not need to have the level of
understanding of aerodynamic principles as an
aeronautical engineer, but simply a level of




understanding that will enable us to apply
aerodynamic principles to our everyday flights.

The basic principles of flight revolve around
the four fundamental forces of flight: thrust,
lift, drag, and weight. These forces work
together to enable an aircraft to take off,
maintain flight, and land.

Angle of
Attack

Centre of
Pressure

Sir George Cayley is credited with the creation
of the science of flight. Cayley became the first
to identify the basic problems of heavier-than-
air flight, the first to carry out basic
aerodynamic research, and the first to discover
that curved surfaces produce more lift than flat
ones. In 1799, Cayley drew up the earliest
known plans for a fixed-wing aircraft

We tend to focus on the Wright brothers, who
achieved the first sustained and controlled
flight of a heavier-than-air machine on
December 17, 1903, at Kill Devil Hills, North
Carolina, but the initial science of flight goes
back to Sir George Cayley’s research.

In future discussions, we will look at the
different aspects of the principles of flight, and
how we manipulate these forces.

IMC/VMC CLUB

We’re still looking for members for the
IMC/VMC club. Let me know if you want to
belong to this exclusive group.

This Month’s Question:

Question: You’re about to depart on an IFR
flight and although icing is not specifically

forecast for your area, conditions include
visible moisture and temperatures nearing
freezing. At what point should you turn on your
pitot heat?

GROUND SCHOOLS

Mike Smith Aviation at Napa Airport is also
holding free ground school classes on Saturday
mornings.

Contact Kimberly Sanders Smith at 916-607-
4023 for more information.

The classes are held at the flight school at 2000
Airport Road, Napa 94558, 200 yards north of
terminal building.

This free ground school coaching session for
the Private Pilot Knowledge test is for student
pilots, rusty pilots, anyone interested in
learning to fly. Everyone is welcome! You'll
need to purchase a book, available on site:
Gleim Private Pilot Test Prep, $22.95.

They will be offering an instrument ground
school for a nominal fee.

If you have any flight planning gear, such as a
plotter, E6B, old sectional charts or anything
usable for ground school classes, please bring
them to the meeting or drop them off at the
clubhouse.

2025 DINNER SCHEDULE

We have some of our celebrity chefs for 2025
but let us know if you want to take an unfilled
month. Hot dogs, chili or pizza are perfectly
fine. Our meal coordinator is Sindy Mikkelsen
at sindymikkelsen@att.net. Let her know you
can provide the meal for a meeting and she will
put you on the schedule. Copy me at
wd6bor@vom.com so I can include you in the
newsletter dinner schedule.
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Calling all chefs, or at least a chef for
the night...

We really want to encourage those that have not
in the past hosted one of our dinners, or perhaps
it's been a long time, to sign up.

You don’t even have to do the cooking; you could
order the food and serve it. Easy stuff like pizza,
chicken, lasagna, etc. If you're concerned that you
can't handle it on your own, speak up, we've got
folks willing to help. We just can’t rely on the
same 3 or 4 folks to do the dinners, we're not
being fair to them.

Email me: sindymikkelsen@ att.net, or text me at
707-755-0260 and let me know you'd like to help.
Also, contact Darrel so he can add your name to
our list. We sure wouldn’t want folks fighting over
the same month (haha).

Thank you, from all of us!

The schedule for this year so far is:

Month \ Cooks/Meal

2025 DINNER SCHEDULE

JAN Sindy Mikkelsen- paella

FEB Marsi Allard

MAR Marsi Allard, Robin Tatman,
Nelleke Cooper- corned beef

APR Sonoma Ballooning Adventures

MAY Don and Ligia Booker, Wayne
and Cecilia Schake

JUN Robin Tatman

JUL Darrel Jones- barbecue

AUG Marsi Allard and Nelleke Cooper

SEP ?

OCT ?

NOV ?

DEC? | XMAS PARTY

\ Standby \ ?

SPEAKERS

We are always, continually, everlastingly
looking for speakers for our monthly
programs., so let us know if you can help out
by taking on this important job. We can give
you contact information for other local
Chapters so you can find speakers they have

had.

Contact President Robin Tatman at 707-553-
2747 or send an email to me at

wdbbor@vom.com so we can get your program

or speaker information into the newsletter.

Month | Speaker/Member/Subject

2025 SPEAKER SCHEDULE

JAN | Ken Wayne- Flying Tales animal
rescue

FEB | Yayoi West- X-59, First Flight is
scheduled in 2025

MAR | Renee Bowman, Safety Auditor
De-Ice Team for Delta Airlines

APR | Al Delsin- WWII training accident

MAY | Will Campbell- the Philippine Mars
flying boat

JUN | Yayoi West- NASA report

JUL ?

AUG [?

SEP ?

OCT |?

NOV |?

DEC | XMAS PARTY

2025 EAA 1268 CALENDAR

Send me any exciting, thrilling, terrifying or

just plain fun events you have for the calendar.

DATE | EVENT

6/7-8 | Sonoma Skypark Historical
Aircraft Display Day- 12 to 4 pm

6/8 Young Eagles 9:30 am

6/10 1268 Meeting 7 pm

2026 Truckee Tahoe Airshow, Truckee

7/8 1268 Meeting 7 pm

7/12- | Sonoma Skypark Historical

13 Aircraft Display Day- 12 to 4 pm



mailto:wd6bor@vom.com

7/13

Young Eagles 9:30 am

7/8 1268 Meeting 7 pm

7/12- | Sonoma Skypark Historical
13 Aircraft Display Day- 12 to 4 pm

7/13 Young Eagles 9:30 am

Every Saturday Noon to 1:00 pm
Skypark Hamburgers and Hot Dogs in the
clubhouse!

7/17- | Brodhead Pietenpol Fly-in

20

7/21- | EAA AIRVENTURE at Oshkosh

27

8/9-10 | Sonoma Skypark Historical
Aircraft Display Day- 12 to 4 pm

8/10 Young Eagles 9:30 am

8/12 1268 Meeting 7 pm

8/16- | Wings Over Camarillo Airshow

17

9/9 1268 Meeting 7 pm

9/13- | Sonoma Skypark Historical

14 Aircraft Display Day- 12 to 4 pm

9/14 Young Eagles 9:30 am

TBD | MCAS Miramar Air Show- San
Diego, CA

9/? Wings Over Wine Country

9/9 1268 Meeting 7 pm

9/13- | Sonoma Skypark Historical

14 Aircraft Display Day- 12 to 4 pm

9/14 Young Eagles 9:30 am

9/26- | Oregon Int’l Air Show-

28 McMinnville, OR

TBD | Central Coast AirFest- Santa
Maria, CA

10/4-5 | California Int’l Airshow- Salinas,
CA

10/10- | San Francisco Fleet Week- San

12 Francisco, CA

10/11- | Sonoma Skypark Historical

12 Aircraft Display Day- 12 to 4 pm

10/12 | Young Eagles 9:30 am

10/14 | 1268 Meeting 7 pm

TBD | Benton Air Fair- Redding, CA

TBD Planes of Fame Air Show- China,
CA

11/8 Estrella Warbirds Wings &
Wheels- Paso Robles, CA

11/8-9 | Sonoma Skypark Historical
Aircraft Display Day- 12 to 4 pm

1/1/26 | New Years Day

6/7-8 | Sonoma Skypark Historical
Aircraft Display Day- 12 to 4 pm

6/8 Young Eagles 9:30 am

6/10 1268 Meeting 7 pm

2026

Truckee Tahoe Airshow, Truckee

EAA CHAPTER 1268 MINUTES
EAA 1268 Board of Directors Meeting
May 13, 2025

Present President Robin Tatman, Vice
President Darrel Jones, Treasurer Ray
Gallarate, Secretary Nelleke Cooper, Board of
Directors, Don and Ligia Booker, Sat BBQ co-
chairs Marilyn Siebert and Marsi Allard

President Robin Tatman called the meeting to
order at 6:10 pm

Marsi reported that Ilario Gallo has offered to
serve breakfast at Young Eagle events. Suitable
dishes like breakfast burritos were discussed.

Robin presented a list of updates needed for the
Saturday BBQs. Extensive discussion on how
to coordinate and update the system. There are
multiple lists, including the sign-up calendar,
inventory, coordinators, positions to be filled
and many more.

Clarification was provided for shopping
assignments, including Robin and Darrel
always taking care of the drinks.

Darrel reported on the progress of the four Ray
scholars, with one of them having a delayed
start due to a medical issue.

Kristen Hannum Gregory is contributing
$3,000 for each of the two Air Explorer
students, and we have received $3,600 from the
EAA towards each of the $9,000 scholarships
paid by the Ray Scholarship foundation. The
funds for the six Air Academy students are to
date fully paid with their flights to Oshkosh
scheduled. See Vice president’s report in May
newsletter.




Ray and Michael continue their Saturday
morning work on the Pietenpol project and
mentioned Ray’s niece, Mia, has been quite
helpful.

In the June Newsletter Robin will elaborate on
her friend, Delta Captain, Alan Lowe, who
started a Go Fund Me campaign trying to help
an Indian pilot restore his airplane.

Marsi and Nelleke volunteered to prepare
dinner for the Chapter in August.

Board Meeting adjourned 6:40 pm

General Membership Meeting called to order
by President Robin Tatman 7:45 pm.

Robin thanked Wayne and Celia Schake and
Ligia and Don Booker for the delicious dinner
of carnitas, salad, rice and beans and ice-cream
bars for dessert.

Robin and Darrel brought the membership up
to date on the discussion at the Board Meeting
regarding the Saturday BBQ event. It was
mentioned that April was a very successful
months with proceeds of $1000.

Although Marilyn had intended to retire from
her position as Chair, she will continue with the
additional help provided.

Darrel gave a progress report on the
scholarships, and added that the recipients will
give presentations to the Chapter in September
and October.

A motion by Darrel, seconded by Ray was
approved by the Membership to replace the old
refrigerator and freezer at the Clubhouse with
new ones.

Darrel had received news from Ernie Ganas’s
family that Ernie had passed away from
Congestive Heart Failure. Ernie had spoken
with Darrel while on Hospice to bid his
farewells. He enjoyed having been part of our
Chapter and we remember his presentation on
his time flying out of Crissy Field with special

take-off requirements to avoid the Golden Gate
Bridge. He will be missed.

Young Eagles report from May 11, in May
Newsletter.

Treasury Report by Ray Gallarate: Checking
$2,762.94, Savings $15,621.57, CD
$20,138.73, Burgers $1,009.71, Dues $40.00,

The speaker for the evening was Will
Campbell. Will and Ray Gallarate, took off
from Schellville airport to San Francisco Bay to
do a photo shoot of the last flight of the historic
Martin Philippine Mars on its journey from
Vancouver, B.C. to its final destination the
Pima Air and Space Museum, AZ. The 5 US
Navy Flying Boats, were: the Marianas-, the
Marshall-, the Caroline-, the Philippine- and
the Hawaiian Flying boats. They were the
largest ones ever built with a wingspan of about
200 ft and 100 ft. long, original built as long-
range patrol and cargo boats during WWIL.
After the war several were transitioned to
civilian use as firefighting water bombers. They
could carry 7,200 gallons of water or fire
retardant and 2 of the aircraft dropped over 50
million gallons of water during their lifetime.

Meeting adjourned 9:05 pm
Submitted by Nelleke Cooper, Secretary

THE LAST WORD

I just want to take a moment to thank all the
EAA Chapter 1268 members who contribute so
much to the success of the Chapter. From the
Saturday hamburger crew, to the Young Eagles
gang, the Pietenpol team, to folks who bring
dinner for the meetings, to the officers and
Board of Director members who contribute
time and earnest effort to the Chapter business,
none of this would happen without their
dedication and hard work. Thank you.

When you’re out wandering Skypark or hangar
talking with other pilots here, take a moment
and encourage them to join us in the fun.

Send me your news for your newsletter!




A Dozen Easy Dinner Menus
For The Napa Airport Pilots’ Association

(With thanks to Kristen Gregory and Jan Wheadon)

How much to buy? You are aiming for 32 servings —

1.

2.

N

*®

10.

1.

12.

Costco Chicken, Potato Salad, Green Salad, Bread and Butter, Ice Cream (aka the Norm
Special)

Sliced ham; heat and serve macaroni and cheese casserole; green salad; bread and butter;
cookies

Costco frozen meatballs in a bag heated up in gourmet spaghetti sauce from a jar; bow tie
pasta; green salad; bread and butter; cookies

Sloppy Joes, green salad, dessert

Baked potatoes with toppings: grated cheese, sour cream, canned chili heated up, sliced
green onions; green salad; dessert

Chili beans with corn bread; green salad; ice cream

A variety of pre-cooked sausages, heated up on your grill at home; Costco potato salad;
sauerkraut from a jar; rolls and butter; green salad; dessert

Pre-made lasagna from Costco; salad; bread and butter; dessert

Salad Bar — good for a warm evening: Anything goes: Tuna salad, egg salad, chicken
salad, sliced deli meats, macaroni salad, potato salad, any other salad from a deli; bread
and butter; green salad; cheese cake for dessert

Sandwich Bar — Also good for a warm evening: sliced deli meats, sliced cheeses, sliced
tomatoes and onions, lettuce, sliced bread or rolls, mayonnaise, pickles, mustard.
Something chocolate and decadent for dessert.

Nachos -- Heat up a huge can each of : bean less chili, nacho cheese, refried beans,
black beans and corn. Put a large bag of Cost Co tortilla chips out. Also have: grated
cheese, chunky salsa (two different kinds) sour cream, hot sauce, chopped green onions,
sliced olives. Ice cream for dessert.

Birds Eye Garlic Chicken — Complete meal in a bag from Costco; green salad; bread and
butter; dessert

You can also use your imagination and come up with something special that’s a favorite of
yours. We reimburse you for the cost of the ingredients, (but maybe not caviar and champagne.)

We’re looking forward to sampling the tasty dishes you bring.
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Sonoma Skycrafters

EAA Chapter 1268

PO Box 234

Vineburg, CA 95487-0234

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE IN JANUARY, AND MEMBERSHIP RUNS FROM
JANUARY TO DECEMBER. DUES ARE STILL A MODEST TWENTY BUCKS, SO
BRING SOME CASH FOR DINNER AND A BIT MORE TO PAY YOUR DUES FOR 2025!
SEE YOU AT THE MEETING! MAIL YOUR CHECK TO: EAA 1268, PO BOX 234,
VINEBURG, CA 95487-0234 IF YOU WON’T BE AT THE MEETING.

REMEMBER! THE JUNE MEETING OF SONOMA SKYCRAFTERS EAA CHAPTER
1268 IS THIS TUESDAY, JUNE 10 AT 7 P.M., AT THE SKYCRAFTERS’ CLUBHOUSE
HANGAR B-5 AT SONOMA SKYPARK AIRPORT.

DINNER STARTS AT 7 PM, SO DON’T BE LATE!

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING WILL BE 6 P.M. BEFORE THE MEETING

SKYCRAFTER MEMBERSHIP

EAA CHAPTER 1268 Membership Dues: Regular - $20 per year.
Student, through 18 - FREE

Name: EMAIL:

Address: APT:
City: State: ZIP:

Telephone number, home: work:

EAA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER: EXPIRATION DATE:

AIRCRAFT OWNED OR BUILDING:

Y our check should be made payable to: EAA 1268

Please mail your dues to:

Sonoma Skycrafters EAA Chapter 1268
PO Box 234

Vineburg, CA 95487-0234
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